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Principal’s Report 

 

When reflecting on the 2024 school year, I remembered the wise advice often given to new parents, 

“the days may be long, but the years are short.” This feels very true for this year. We had a busy year 

full of great learning experiences and adventures, several new students and staff joining the school and 

much more. There have been lots of very long days, and many days where I wondered if I had overesti-

mated what I could personally achieve for our school community.  

 

Change is always tough and our rapid enrolment growth in the second half of the year prompted our 

staff to look collectively at Buxton Primary School’s core values, vision and beliefs that shape our school 

culture. What we discovered is that those things haven’t changed, but that we needed to implement 

some new systems to manage the increased workload and strategies to support our students. When 

employing new staff, I focus carefully on finding people who share those values and beliefs and who are 

flexible, inclusive and use initiative. We can always develop our professional knowledge and skills to 

improve our teaching and learning, but shared values are much harder to find.  

 

I am grateful to have a great team who share our vision for our school and put our students at the heart 

of every decision. As we adjust to the changes that come with growing our community, we support each 

other and model for our students that making mistakes is a normal and healthy part of learning. The 

whole team deserve a well earned rest over the Christmas and New Year period. Thank you all so much 

for everything you do.  

 

I will be checking emails from mid-January 2025, so if you need to be in touch regarding anything for 

the new school year, please email sarah.irving@education.vic.gov.au. It may take me a few days to get 

back to you as I won’t be working every day.  

 

Wishing you all safe and very relaxing Christmas and New Year. 

 

Best wishes, 

Sarah Irving 

 

End of Year Celebration—Thank you! 

I am full of pride for our students and school community when I reflect on the wonderful celebration we 

had on Tuesday evening. It was special to see so many families enjoying the picnic together and the 

kids running around having fun. The play was not without it’s hiccups, but that just made it even more 

fun to watch. Our students are so brave to perform in front of such a large audience of family, friends, 

former staff and students. To our staff who helped prepare the students, made props, managed back 

stage organisation and a million other jobs, thank you for supporting our students to shine. To Jo Ram-

say, thank you for sharing your creative talents and vision with us to make all the costumes.  

 

Cathedral Cherries Fundraiser  

Thank you to everyone who supported our cherry fundraiser, we raised around $400 for our school. Kerri 

Hollingsworth did an excellent job coordinating all of the orders and liaising with Cathedral Cherries, all 

while she was incredibly busy with family and work commitments. We look forward to running this 

fundraiser again in 2025.  
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Important Dates: 
 

2025 Term Dates 
Term 1 

28th January Staff begin 
29th January Curriculum Day 
30th January Students begin 

to 4th April 
Term 2 

22nd April to 4th July 
Term 3 

21st July to 19th September 
Term 4 

6th October to 19 December 

Friday 13th December 2024 
Nell has worked hard in her own time to 

learn her lines for the school play  
and performs confidently.  

Congratulations Nell! 

Term 1 2025 

 

• Staff will be back at school from Tuesday 28th January for preparation and 

2025 planning.  

• First day back for all students is Thursday 30th January.  

• Hayley Money is contacting families to find out who needs vacation care on 

28th and 29th January. 

• Parent teacher interviews and student support group meetings will be held early 

in Term 1 

• Students are leaving school hats here over the summer, we will wash them all 

ready for the new year. 












